CAREW    COMMUNITY    COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Carew Community Council held on Wednesday 12th August 2026 in Carew Memorial Hall

Present: 	Cllr Marina Griffiths (Chair) 		Cllr Simon Hosker-Hicks (Vice Chair)
		Cllr Trevor Goodman			Cllr Madeleine Bland
		County Councillor Vanessa Thomas	Cllr Marcia Allen
Apologies: 	Cllr Alison Folder  
In Attendance:  Mr Evan Morgan 
1.  Chair welcomed all to the meeting on the Solar Eclipse and thanked all for agreeing to the later start time.
2. Apologies  accepted from Cllr Folder (Family wedding)  
3. Declarations of Interest in respect of the business to be transacted.  Cllr Allen declared interest in item relating to Carew Sports Club.
4. Minutes of the meeting held in July -   Proposed by County Councillor Thomas and seconded by Cllr Goodman that these were a true record and Chair duly signed the minutes.
5. Matters Arising from July meeting:
· Archeology Event held on 15/7/26 Clerk and Mr Evan Morgan attended.
· Martyns Law -  further correspondence received and reviewed.
· Parking Bartletts Well Road -   PCSO has agreed to walk the area to ascertain the situation and photos of the grassy area in Saunders Road had been sent to County Councillor Thomas for her to take up with PCC. 
· Whitehill post box  -  Resident who reported the concern has been updated on information sent by Royal Mail. Chair had also cleared out part of the area around the post box.
· Code of Conduct refresher training 21/7/26 -  Clerk had circulated the PowerPoint slides on this very interesting and informative webinar organised by PCC.
· Noticeboards – reply received from Streetcare at PCC stating that they are looking into whether licenses would be required.
· It was noted that Carew and Milton phone boxes had been painted presumably by British Telecom.
· Carew Newton Cemetery -   Quote received from Groundsman for clearing the cemetery gate, kissing gate overgrown , lower gravel area, and roadside hedge £300.   All present agreed to this quote and work which will be undertaken in September.
· Milton Marsh Walk  -   no reply from Dwr Cymru regarding the work to repair the fence.    It was resolved to escalate this with Dwr Cymru .    Also  a date for clearing the broken fence  for safety reasons set for Saturday 19th September 9.30 .   Cllr Bland agreed to ask PCNPA if they are able to assist with this.
· Meeting with the Sports Club on 30/7/26 regarding the lease on Gerald Hicks Recreation Ground.  Cllr Allen declared an interest and withdrew from discussion. The Club are having difficulty obtaining grant funding due limited  amount of years on the current lease.   The Club had been in discussion with the Agents for Carew Castle Estates regarding an additional field adjacent to the current ground.  One of the options considered was to bring the renewal of the lease forward from 2035.   Carew Castle Estates had responded and suggested incorporating the additional field into the lease and asked what term on the lease would be acceptable.   The original lease was for a period of 67 years  and Councillors resolved to suggest a similar length of time in the first instance.   
· Vice Chair agreed to chase up the Milton Water pump handle.
6. Planning  -      
· 26/0219/PA -  Land behind Sageston School application for development.    Councillors had reviewed the application and accompanying documentation.   There were no adverse comments nor obvious grounds for refusal identified. Resolved to recommend PCC approve this application. 
· Decision by PCC -  25/0786/PA  -  Single Storey Extension  South Hills Lodge, Deer Park Lane, Milton .   Conditionally approved. 
7. Expenditure against Budget -     Councillors further considered the expenditure April – June .   Suggestion at last review to incorporate the proceeds of car park rent into the Play Areas Budget and to create budget for Milton Marsh Walk fence into Precept for 2027/28.     Resolved at this meeting to proceed with this. 
8. Play Areas -   
· New seat in place on the seesaw at Carew play area.  
·  Previously distributed replacement spinner details for Milton Play area discussed and to be further discussed at next meeting.   
·   Of note   Pride in Place Grant application outcome awaited. 
9. Littering in the Parish  -   Chair updated Councillors on the situation with regard to landlords with Air B & B properties presumably not giving appropriate information on disposal of household waste/rubbish.    Chair agreed to contact the resident who raised this concern and County Councillor Thomas  agreed to look into this further. 
10. Defibrillator issue -     Councillors discussed the recent issue with regard to defibrillator in Whitehill .  They noted  the local First Responder who looked into the matter clarified the issue , replaced the pads and batteries and confirmed that he checks the defibrillator on a 3-monthly basis.       Invoice for £80 for the replacement pads and batteries awaited.  
Noted is the phone box that houses the defibrillator in Whitehill needs clearing out and Chair kindly agreed to undertake this. 
11. Training plan for Councillors   Clerk had circulated the plan and courses attended by Councillors who duly noted this.
12. Community Council Facebook page content criteria -   Discussion on what is appropriate for the page.    Resolved  that local events with benefit for the community can be included.   Other posts on the page will be filtered by Admin for the page .  Neighbourhood pages should be used for  other posts.
13. Correspondence   -   The following were deliberated upon and considered by Councillors 
· OVW ebulletin 27 & 28
· Newsletter from Pembrokeshire Local Food Partnership
· PCC -  Council Tax Premium  consultation   with survey .
· PCC -  Working Better Together   list of dates for future meetings.   Clerk to respond.
· Zurich Insurance  Local Government Reorganisation & more information on Martyn’s Law. 
· Pembrokeshire Public Service Board -  Wellbeing survey assessment survey.
· OPCC  -  Information on Youth Ambassadors  as part of the Future Youth Project. 
· PCC -   consultation on Active Travel .
· Hope advocacy   Age Cymru service.  
· PAVS - 2026 Pembrokeshire Volunteering Awards – Clerk to ascertain the criteria for nominations.
· OVW -  What Town and Community Councils are achieving across Wales
· PAVS -   Pembrokeshire Community Hub.
· OVW -  nominations for two members for the Area Meeting held quarterly.  Chair and Vice Chair details to be conveyed to OVW.
· Nature Partnership  -  Local Places for Nature    from PCC  on funding available via PCC .
· Welsh Government via OVW  re  Travel for All survey for 18-24 year olds. 
· Ombudsman quarterly newsletter via OVW.
· Bus Services for Eisteddfod visitors    from PCC. 
· Senedd -  Letter to Town and Community Councils  from Plaid Cymru.
· PACTO -   Supporting Community Transport Access Across  Pembrokeshire 
· PCC   Free online conference  9.30 – 4 pm  on Thursday 17th September  - Clerk to gather further information . 
· OVW -   Model Contract of Employment    For consideration at September meeting 
· OVW -  latest Advertisements for Public Appointments in Wales.
· OVW -   Funding update .  British Legion Community Grants Programme information has been passed to  Control Tower Group . 
· PCC -   LDP  Inspectors Examination of LDP  process.  Clerk to respond on behalf of the Community Council to the Inspectors. 
· PCNPA  -  Invite to Councillors  to their stand at County Show on 19th August.  
14. Financial Matters: 
Bank Balances - £29,129.84  &  £790.56
To note -  Easy Websites DD £36.96 monthly West Wales Systems  DD  £51 monthly 
Clerks Salary  SO  £303.20,  HMRC PAYE  SO  £69.20. Received monthly DD £90 from Celtic Catch.
Precept due end of August.
Invoices for payment:   All The Seasons Gardening Services   -  £1640 .   PPS  August invoice for play areas inspections  £84. New seesaw seat for Carew play area PPS   £  276.48  , New laptop charging cable   - Amazon    £11.03,  Proposed by Cllr Allen and seconded by Cllr Hosker-Hicks that these invoices be paid.
  £228.38  Signspeed  out of meeting payment -  approved    £80 for defibrillator pads & batteries for Whitehill inv awaited.
15.  County Councillors Report  -  
County Councillor Thomas  updated Councillors that the post box at Teaques Cross had been knocked over and is under repair.
Boat has been removed by PCC  from detrunked road up to the Control Tower.
Milton Advertising -  update received.
Signs at Redberth for replacement and safety surface under review.  
County Councillor Thomas heard the of the continued problems with unsuitable vehicles using Knapp Lane in Carew.
County Councillor Thomas informed that she will be restarting the “Walk & Talk” routes around the Parish with PCSO  .
County Councillor Thomas agreed to look into repainting the white road lines at Kesteven Court and Carew Park Estate which have been worn away.
County Councillor Thomas asked if Councillors had experience or concerns regarding overnight camping by caravans in laybys etc.   Councillors did not have any concerns though would inform her if they heard of or saw such situations.

16.  Policing Matters  -  There are no known matters  needing to be looked into by DPP  at present.   The vandalism at Carew Castle has been reported by Site Manager.
17. “What’s Been Happening”  -  request for   Carew Castle Site Manager for help in notifying the vandalism that had occurred.  The information send to PCSO   who informed that it has been reported to PCC and the rural Crime/Heritage Crime Team who will be dealing with it. Patrols in the area will be increased.   
Concern via telephone call from resident  regarding blasting at quarry on 23/7/26. Clerk spoke to owners of the quarry and Minerals Officer at PCNPA who  contacted the resident.
Two enquiries  for small grants from organisations in the Parish and they were directed to the website to complete the application form for consideration at the November meeting.   
18. Date and time of next meeting   -  Wednesday 9th September 2026  at 7 pm.     Chair thanked all for  attending and for their contributions and declared the meeting closed.   

SIGNED:      …………………………..

DATE:     …………………………….
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